Virginia E. McConnell
May 31, 1919 - January 20, 2019

VIRGINIA E. MCCONNELL, 99 of Wallace, passed away Sunday, January 20, 2019, at
the Golden Ours Convalescent Home in Grant.
Virginia was born May 31, 1919, at Wellfleet, Nebraska to C.V. and Berniece (Stewart)
Smith. She attended Wallace Public Schools.
On February 15, 1936, Virginia married Freeman McConnell. Their union was blessed with
four children, Shirley, Clark, Vince, and Gary. The couple resided in Wallace where they
owned and operated the McConnell Grocery Store. In 1967, the family moved to Lincoln,
where Virginia worked at the University in the Registrar's Office. The family moved to the
Dickens area in the late 1970s, and Virginia worked as a secretary in the Wallace School
system. In 1991, she and Freeman moved to Wallace, and she spent several years
helping Gary, working at the grocery store.
Family was at the heart of Virginia's life. She counted herself blessed to have lived to see
three generations of grandchildren. Another highlight for Virginia was in 2014 when she
was picked to be a Grand Marshall of the Wallace Fall Parade. One of Virginia's great
enjoyments in life was music. For many years, Virginia taught piano lessons and was a
part of the Wallace United Methodist Church Bell Choir.
Virginia was preceded in death by her husband, Freeman; daughter, Shirley; son, Clark;
grandson, Marty Aylward; brother, Warren Smith; and sister, Audrey Burdette.
Survivors include her two sons, Vince (Kim) McConnell of Lake George, CO, Gary (Helen)
McConnell of Wallace; daughter-in-law, Mary McConnell of Dallas, TX; son-in-law, Pat
Aylward of Dickens; grandchildren, Mike (Lori) Aylward of Dickens, Mari Jo (Jim) Rugh of
Windsor, CO, Michelle (John) Barrette of Monument, CO, Annette (Joe) Kopacz of
Monument, CO, Jeff (Pam) McConnell of Dallas, TX, Jason (Elizabeth) McConnell of
Indiana, Travis (Heidi) McConnell of Wallace, Traci (Shannon) Messersmith of Hershey,
Trent (Stephanie) McConnell of Wallace; step-grandchildren, Monica (David) Parrish and

their son, Mitchell of Austin TX, Sandi (Jeff) Stone and their children, Lesley and Blake all
of Rapid City, SD; 21 great-grandchildren; 10 great-great-grandchildren; along with many
other relatives and friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the Wallace Public School Music
Department. Condolences may be shared at bullocklongfuneralhome.com.
Services will be on Monday, January 28, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. (CST) at the Wallace United
Methodist Church with Pastor Charles Nyamakope officiating. Burial will be in the Wallace
Morning View Cemetery.
Visitation will be on Sunday, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m (MST) at the Bullock-Long Funeral
Home in Grant.
Bullock-Long Funeral Home of Grant is in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

Our deepest sympathy to your family. May you
God grant much strength and peace! We have the fondest memories of her son
Clark and his family as well!

Mutch and Diane Brueggeman - February 11, 2019 at 06:07 PM

“

McConnell family, so sorry of Virginia passing, heaven has surely gained a beautiful
angel,
She will be missed, coleen and family

Coleen schumer - February 01, 2019 at 08:50 PM

“

We wish to extend our condolences to the family. We have great memories of
Virginia
and Freeman from our days in Wallace. He showed me how to make horse collar
mirrors and Virginia always made sure we had something g to drink.

Stan/Sherry McKnight - January 30, 2019 at 11:51 AM

“

23 files added to the album Memories Album

Norma Jean - January 28, 2019 at 06:15 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. Virginia will be missed by many. You have our prayers.
Jacque and Ernie Ruzicka

Ernie Ruzicka - January 27, 2019 at 11:32 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Virginia. Sending HUGS to ALL the family. She will be missed
by Many.
Derwyn & Carolyn Brown

Derwyn & Carolyn Brown - January 26, 2019 at 04:55 PM

“

Ernie Olson purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Virginia E.
McConnell.

Ernie Olson - January 24, 2019 at 09:38 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Virginia E. McConnell.

January 22, 2019 at 10:17 PM

“

Sending thoughts and prayers. She was a wonderful woman. Know she will be
missed but she is free now and she will definitely fulfill God’s plan. God bless. Bob
and Anita Cummings

anita cummings - January 22, 2019 at 07:19 PM

“

My dad, Floyd Burdette, married Virginia's baby sister Audrey, in 1946. He moved
her far, far away to Tennessee. We would get to visit NE once a year during Summer
Vacation. The first memories that I have of my Aunt Virginia were when we would
break bread around their dinner table. She made the best "Aunt Virginia Rolls" that I
ever tasted! She could have put Sister Shubert out of business if she had a mind to
go into the baking business full time!
After my childhood was over, my yearly excursions to the Pride of the Prairie were
few in number. Even though the miles separated us, Aunt Virginia was only a phone
call away. Every time that we talked, she always remembered to ask about every
member of my family. After my mother passed away in 1991, I made it more of a
point to call and "catch up" on family. The last time that I spoke with her by phone, I
promised her that I would be there for her 100th birthday party. I'm guessing that
Grandma Smith would not be outdone in the longevity department and requested
that she come home now! Freeman probably asked her what took you so long? Her
sister and brother were also there to welcome her to the Lords house and dinner
table where they surely have rolls that taste just like heaven!
My condolences to all my cousins. Our loss is surely Heavens gain! What a kind,
caring and loving person she was!
Joel Burdette
Greenville, SC

Joel Burdette - January 21, 2019 at 07:13 PM

