Twilla Gartner
September 19, 1928 - December 22, 2018

TWILLA GARTNER, 90 of Grant, passed away Saturday, December 22, 2018, at the
Perkins County Hospital in Grant.
Twilla was born September 19, 1928, on the family farm northeast of Elsie, Nebraska to
George and Louis (Harms) Terry. She graduated from Wauneta High School.
On March 18, 1948, she married William "Bill" Gartner at Holyoke, Colorado. Their union
was blessed with three children, Cindy, Vickie, and Billy Ray. Twilla worked at the hotel,
located on Central Avenue in Grant, owned by Rosser "Ole" Herstedt. They would
eventually purchase the hotel, and the family made their home their until selling the
business in 1974. Twilla would spend time working at the hospital, grade school and high
school kitchens before her eventual retirement.
Twilla lived her life as a caregiver; from her work in hospitality and food service to her
willingness to care for and raise a couple of her nephews, she seemed to have a spring of
love within her that never ran dry. She also babysat countless children over the years,
many of whom saw her as a mother figure.
Twilla loved to dance, which was an enjoyment that encapsulated how she lived her life.
No matter what was going on in life, Twilla maintained a lightheartedness and humor that
always allowed her to persevere. Even when hospitalized, Twilla, with the help of her
nurses, danced her way to and from the bathroom and incorporating a dip in the routine,
when it came to climbing back to her bed. Twilla is undoubtedly dancing for joy at this
moment, in the presence of God.
Twilla was preceded in death by her husband, Bill; brother, Clayton Terry; sister, Patsy
Borton; nephew, Steven Terry; niece, Shelly Wilson; sister in law, Roma Terry.
Survivors include her daughters, Cindy Gartner of Grant, Vickie (Earl) Scheuer of Meeker,
CO; son, Billy Ray (Holly) Gartner of Snow Mass, CO; grandchildren, Tyson, Brent, Mary,

Troy, Jill, Colby, Tyrone, and Joshua; great-grandchildren, Shylo, Shea, and Colton;
Brendon, Cameron, Krista, Dylan, and Logan W. and Logan M.; two great-greatgrandchildren, Clayton and Charlee Marie; siblings, Alva Terry of Valentine, Carolyn
(Bruce) Wilson of Ellensburg, WA, and Ronnie (Sharen) Terry of Ogallala; along with many
other relatives and friends.
A Memorial has been established in Twilla's memory for later designation by the family.
Condolences can be shared at bullocklongfuneralhome.com.
A Memorial Service will be Friday, December 28, 2018, at 10:30 am at Grant United
Methodist Church with Rev. Lorri Kentner officiating. Committal of Cremains will be in the
Grant Fairview Cemetery.
Bullock-Long Funeral Home of Grant is in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

28 files added to the album Memories Album

norma jean kuskie - December 28, 2018 at 08:15 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. Barbara Telitz

Barbara Telitz - December 28, 2018 at 11:24 AM

“

Click on the link below to watch Twilla's Tribute Slideshow:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/LRSRPTMQ2X332NC6
...

Jason Tickle - December 27, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Christopher and Valerie Borton - December 26, 2018 at 10:17 PM

“

We are saddened to read of the passing of your mom. It seems like she and I were
always at the same place of employment and it always involved either washing trays,
dishes or preparing meals.
I shadowed Twilla when I started working in the basement of the nursing home and
she showed me how and when to do things.
It didn't matter what time I'd get to work, she was ALWAYS there ahead of me, and
would greet me with a big smile and say, "good morning". I didn't always think it was

a good morning being a teenager and being to work by 5:00 A.M. but we always got
along so good!!
Then she started working at the schools in the kitchens and when I was married,
then I was a substitute in the kitchens, so there we were TOGETHER AGAIN!!!
It was always a fun time working along side Twilla. I will never forget all our good
times together even IF we were always either washing dishes or cooking!!!
You are all in our thoughts and prayers. In His love and ours, Turkey and Lisa Engel
Lisa - December 26, 2018 at 11:44 AM

“

Vickie, Cindy and Bill, we wish we could be there to share your grief. Twilla was
loved by everyone and will be dearly missed. Whenever we were with her, she was
always so positive and funny. She was our favorite aunt and like a second mom to
me. Her passing has left a huge hole in our hearts. Doug and Nikki

Douglas Terry - December 26, 2018 at 11:12 AM

“

Sorry to hear of your loss. Prayers and God's love be with you all. I saw her the last time I
was at the Perkins County Senior Center in November or there abouts. Joan Mahnken
Joan Mahnken - December 27, 2018 at 12:17 AM

“

Dear, dear cousins, Vickie, Cindy and Bill. Ginny and I were truly saddened to hear about
your mom's passing. We now know why we were led to visit in celebration of her 90th, back
in September. Having not seen your mom in too many years, it was an absolute delight to
spend time with her. The very first thing she said when I asked how she was doing, was
"Not worth a shoot (you know what she said), being in here". Being in Grant brought back a
flood of memories and so many of them were spent out there on the farm, running back
and forth between Grandpa and Grandma's, to Uncle Bill and Aunt Twilla's place. That was
the perfect childhood and seeing your mom again just brought back that feeling of joy and
contentment that a child should feel. She was such an important part of my growing up and
I am eternally grateful. It's comforting to me to know that she is now up there with Uncle
Bill, Grandpa and Grandma and all those that have passed before us. Your mom lived a
wonderful life and it is time that she be rewarded with a well-deserved rest.
Mike Terry - December 27, 2018 at 09:38 AM

“

Sorry to be so windy, but as I think about Aunt Twilla and all the memories, so many come
to mind. I don't know if Bill even remembers this one, but one time as he and I were playing
Army, I was running through the house looking for him. I came down the hall with my rifle,
thinking Bill was hiding in one of the rooms and the first closed door that I was sure he was
hiding behind, was the bathroom. I pushed open the door and started yelling "pow, pow,
pow, pow, pow"! Well, Bill wasn't there, but Aunt Twilla was seated on the toilet. I don't
remember much after that, but Aunt Twilla was sure a good sport about getting shot. I'm
sure I ran like the dickens.
Mike Terry - December 27, 2018 at 11:48 AM

“

So many memories shared about the mother of one of my best friends,the smile she
always radiated gave way to a conversation that always had a very positive outcome, no
matter the subject. She'll indeed be missed by her family and friends. Her smile will radiate

all over heaven!
Beverly Styskal - December 27, 2018 at 04:38 PM

“

So many memories shared about the mother of one of my best friends,the smile she
always radiated gave way to a conversation that always had a very positive outcome, no
matter the subject. She'll indeed be missed by her family and friends. Her smile will radiate
all over heaven!
Beverly Styskal - December 27, 2018 at 04:39 PM

“

I will miss my Aunt Twilla
Missy
Dawn Borton - December 27, 2018 at 09:39 PM

“

I just watched the tribute slideshow and oh how it brightened my day!!! Aunt Twilla lived a
life full of love and surrounded by so many that loved her that I can only hope to have a life
as full as that. The smiles, the hugs, the children, the son and daughters, just all the joy
that she shared. I have absolutely no doubt in my mind that she's been welcomed into the
Kingdom of God and is smiling down on us, probably seated in that blue recliner with the
best seat n the house. I miss Aunt Twilla and Uncle Bill, I miss Grandpa and Grandma
Terry, I miss all of those that have gone on, to include my Mom. Ninety years on this earth
is a long time, but Aunt Twilla's impact is so very evident in that slideshow. Thank you Aunt
Twilla, for sharing your love and joy and say hello to everyone up there for us.
Mike Terry - December 28, 2018 at 09:26 AM

“

I know everyone who knew Twila will miss her. I always enjoyed working with her.
Ernestine Olson - January 28 at 12:21 AM

